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As the creators of the 7 Fit Framework
Towards Product-Market Fit, we are
passionate advocates of the concept of
Minimum Viable Product (MVP) in startup
and product development.

That being said, seems like everyone's got
their own take on 'MVP' these days, some of
them a bit off the mark.

In this book, we aim to share examples of
MVPs from world renowned startups so that
we can help startup founders understand
what an MVP really is. We can hopefully help
them drive some learnings from those
examples.
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WHAT IS A
MINIMUM VIABLE
PRODUCT (MVP)?

In the realm of product development, a Minimum
Viable Product (MVP) stands as a pivotal concept,
emphasizing the creation of a simplified version of a
new product with the sole purpose of efficiently
gauging its feasibility and potential success in the
market. At its core, an MVP is not a complete or
finalized product but rather a strategically stripped-
down version that encapsulates the essential features
necessary for its functionality.

The primary goal of developing an MVP is to swiftly
bring a basic, tangible representation of an idea to the
market, allowing creators to gather invaluable
feedback and insights from real users. This iterative
approach enables product teams to validate
assumptions, understand user preferences, and refine
the product based on real-world usage.
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KEY
CHARACTERISTICS
OF AN MVP
1. Iterative Development:

MVPs follow the iterative Build-Measure-Learn
cycle, emphasizing continuous improvement
through feedback loops.

2. Core Functionality:
An MVP focuses on the core features essential for
the product's basic functionality, discarding any
non-essential elements.

3. Swift Time-to-Market:
Speed is of the essence in MVP development,
aiming to launch a product quickly to test its
viability without extensive time and resource
investments.

4. User-Centric:
MVPs prioritize user feedback and engagement,
allowing creators to align their product with actual
user needs and preferences.

5. Risk Mitigation:
By releasing a minimum version, creators
minimize the risk of investing heavily in a product
that may not resonate with the target audience.

5FIT F R A M E W O R K  T O W A R D S  P R O D U C T - M A R K E T  F I T



MVP 101

In essence, an MVP serves as a
strategic tool for mitigating risks,
validating assumptions, and fine-tuning
a product before committing significant
resources to its full-scale development. 

It aligns product development with the
dynamic and ever-changing demands of
the market, fostering an environment of
adaptability and innovation.
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IMPORTANCE OF
MVP FOR
STARTUPS

The significance of a Minimum Viable Product
(MVP) in the landscape of startups cannot be
overstated. It plays a pivotal role in shaping
successful and sustainable ventures. 

MVPs serve as a risk mitigation strategy by allowing
creators to test their ideas with minimal investment.
Rather than committing extensive resources upfront,
teams can validate assumptions and assess market
demand before scaling.

RISK MITIGATION

Launching an MVP enables direct interaction with
real users, fostering a crucial feedback loop. Early
feedback provides valuable insights into user
preferences, pain points, and expectations, guiding
further development in a user-centric direction.

EARLY USER FEEDBACK
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IMPORTANCE OF
MVP FOR
STARTUPS

Developing a full-scale product without validation
can lead to wasted resources if the market response
is unfavorable. MVPs are cost-effective, requiring
fewer resources initially and allowing for
adjustments based on real-world data.

COST-EFFICIENCY

MVPs prioritize swift releases, reducing the time it
takes to bring a product to market. This acceleration
is crucial in competitive industries where being the
first to meet a demand can result in a significant
market advantage.

TIME-TO-MARKET ACCELERATION
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IMPORTANCE OF
MVP FOR
STARTUPS

Developing a full-scale product without validation
can lead to wasted resources if the market response
is unfavorable. MVPs are cost-effective, requiring
fewer resources initially and allowing for
adjustments based on real-world data.

REFINEMENT THROUGH
ITERATION

Embracing MVP culture fosters an environment of
innovation. Teams are encouraged to experiment,
take calculated risks, and think creatively, driving
the evolution of the product in response to changing
market dynamics.

INNOVATION CATALYST
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IMPORTANCE OF
MVP FOR
STARTUPS

Launching an MVP provides tangible evidence of
market demand or lack thereof. Successful
reception validates the core concept, while
challenges offer opportunities to pivot or refine the
product strategy.

MARKET VALIDATION

Resources can be allocated more efficiently as
MVPs guide teams in identifying and prioritizing
essential features. This ensures that efforts are
concentrated on elements crucial to the product's
success.

RESOURCE ALLOCATION
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IMPORTANCE OF
MVP FOR
STARTUPS

The adoption of MVP principles in product
development is a strategic imperative. By combining
cost-effectiveness, rapid iteration, and user-
centricity, MVPs provide a framework for building
products that not only meet but exceed market
expectations. 

They empower teams to navigate the uncertainties
of innovation with a methodical and informed
approach, ultimately increasing the likelihood of
long-term success.

MVPs instill adaptability in product development. As
the market evolves and user preferences shift, the
ability to quickly iterate and adapt ensures that the
product remains relevant and competitive.

ADAPTABILITY TO CHANGE
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HOW DO MVPS
DRIVE
INNOVATION?
Innovation is the lifeblood of progress,
and the concept of Minimum Viable
Product (MVP) stands at the forefront of
driving innovative solutions.
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HOW DO MVPS
DRIVE
INNOVATION?

MVPs create a culture where experimentation is not
only accepted but encouraged. Teams are
empowered to explore unconventional ideas, take
risks, and challenge the status quo, fostering a
dynamic environment conducive to innovation.

ENCOURAGES EXPERIMENTATION

The iterative nature of MVP development promotes
rapid prototyping and continuous learning. By
quickly building, measuring, and learning from user
feedback, teams can adapt and refine their ideas in
real-time, accelerating the innovation cycle.

RAPID PROTOTYPING AND LEARNING
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HOW DO MVPS
DRIVE
INNOVATION?

MVPs prioritize user feedback, putting the end-user
at the center of the development process. This user-
centric approach ensures that innovations are
rooted in addressing genuine needs and solving real
problems, leading to more meaningful and impactful
solutions.

USER-CENTRIC DESIGN

The "fail fast" philosophy embedded in MVP culture
encourages teams to embrace failure as an inherent
part of the innovation journey. Learning from failures
provides valuable insights that can steer the
development process in a more informed and
innovative direction.

FAIL FAST, LEARN FASTER
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HOW DO MVPS
DRIVE
INNOVATION?

MVPs promote a continuous cycle of improvement.
Each iteration builds upon the lessons learned from
the previous one, allowing for the refinement and
enhancement of the product over time. This iterative
process is key to sustained innovation.

ITERATIVE IMPROVEMENT

By focusing on the core features necessary for a
product's viability, MVPs ensure efficient resource
allocation. This efficiency allows teams to redirect
resources towards innovation, experimentation, and
the development of unique features that set the
product apart.

EFFICIENT RESOURCE UTILIZATION
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HOW DO MVPS
DRIVE
INNOVATION?

MVPs enable products to enter the market swiftly,
exposing them to real-world conditions and user
interactions early on. This early exposure provides
invaluable data and insights, guiding the innovation
process in a direction aligned with market demands.

EARLY MARKET EXPOSURE

The agility inherent in MVP development allows
teams to respond rapidly to emerging trends and
technological advancements. This adaptability
ensures that the product remains innovative and
relevant in a dynamic market landscape.

ADAPTABILITY TO EMERGING
TRENDS
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HOW DO MVPS
DRIVE
INNOVATION?

MVPs nurture a growth mindset within teams, where
challenges are viewed as opportunities for
improvement. This mindset is essential for fostering
a culture of continuous learning, adaptation, and the
pursuit of innovative solutions.

CULTIVATES A GROWTH MINDSET

-Successfully executed MVPs have the potential to
disrupt traditional markets by introducing innovative
concepts and approaches. By challenging existing
norms, MVPs contribute to the evolution of
industries and the creation of new market
paradigms.

MARKET DISRUPTION
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THE CORE
PRINCIPLES OF
MVPS
In the dynamic landscape of product
development, the principles underlying
the creation of a Minimum Viable
Product (MVP) are instrumental in
guiding teams toward success. 

This chapter delves into the fundamental
principles that form the bedrock of MVP
methodology, shaping the way
innovative solutions are brought to life.
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THE CORE
PRINCIPLES OF
MVPS

Lean Startup Methodology:
The Lean Startup methodology, popularized by Eric
Ries, emphasizes the importance of minimizing
waste and maximizing learning during the product
development process. In the context of MVPs, this
principle translates into the creation of a basic
version of the product that efficiently tests
hypotheses and gathers crucial feedback. By
avoiding unnecessary features and complexities,
teams can iterate rapidly and pivot if needed, all
while conserving resources.

Build-Measure-Learn Cycle:
The essence of MVPs lies in the iterative Build-
Measure-Learn cycle. This continuous loop involves
building a minimal version of the product, measuring
its performance and user feedback, and learning
from the results. This iterative process ensures that
each version of the product is an improvement over
the previous one, aligning it more closely with user
needs and market demands.
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THE CORE
PRINCIPLES OF
MVPS

Rapid Prototyping:
Rapid prototyping is a cornerstone of MVP
development. It involves quickly creating a tangible
representation of the product, allowing teams to
visualize concepts and gather early feedback. By
rapidly iterating on prototypes, teams can refine the
product in a highly efficient manner, reducing the
time between ideation and market testing.

User-Centric Design:
At the heart of MVPs is a commitment to user-
centric design. The product is developed with a
focus on addressing the core needs of the end-
users. By prioritizing user feedback and
incorporating it into subsequent iterations, teams
ensure that the final product resonates with its
intended audience.
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THE CORE
PRINCIPLES OF
MVPS

Continuous Validation
Continuous validation is the ongoing process of
confirming that the product remains on the right
track. Through regular testing, feedback collection,
and data analysis, teams validate their assumptions,
ensuring that the product's trajectory is grounded in
real-world insights rather than assumptions.

Pivot or Persevere
MVPs empower teams to make informed decisions
about the product's future based on data and
feedback. If the initial hypothesis proves invalid,
teams can pivot, altering the product direction.
Alternatively, if the product shows promise, the team
can persevere and build upon its success.
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MVPS IN
SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT
Software development is an arena
where the principles of Minimum Viable
Products (MVPs) have been embraced
with exceptional enthusiasm. 

This chapter explores how various
software-based innovations leveraged
the MVP approach to navigate the
complexities of the industry, deliver
value to users, and achieve remarkable
success.
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In the early 2000s, cloud storage was a novel
concept, and Drew Houston, the founder of
Dropbox, recognized the potential of simplifying file-
sharing and storage. 

Rather than investing years in developing a fully-
featured product, Houston created a three-minute
demo video illustrating the concept of Dropbox. 

The video showcased the problem (difficulty in
accessing files across multiple devices) and the
solution (seamless cloud-based storage). The
response to the video served as validation for the
idea, leading to the development of a Minimum
Viable Product.

DROPBOX
EXAMPLE

DROPBOX: 
THE POWER OF A SIMPLE DEMO VIDEO
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DROPBOX
EXAMPLE

The MVP, in this case, was a basic version of
Dropbox that allowed users to synchronize files
across devices. 

The simplicity of the initial product facilitated rapid
user adoption, and feedback from early users
played a crucial role in shaping the future of
Dropbox. 

Over time, additional features were incorporated,
transforming Dropbox into one of the most widely
used cloud storage solutions.

DROPBOX: 
THE POWER OF A SIMPLE DEMO VIDEO
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INSTAGRAM
EXAMPLE

Instagram, originally conceived as Burbn, was a
multifunctional app that included features like check-
ins and gaming elements. Recognizing that the
photo-sharing component of the app garnered the
most attention, the founders decided to pivot and
focus exclusively on that aspect. 

The result was a streamlined and focused MVP –
Instagram.

INSTAGRAM:
FROM BURBN TO 
A PHOTO-SHARING MVP
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INSTAGRAM
EXAMPLE

Instagram's MVP allowed users to share photos with
a few basic filters, catering to a simple and
immediate desire for visual communication. 

The app's rapid growth and user engagement
validated the decision to prioritize photo-sharing. 

Over time, Instagram expanded its feature set, but
the success of the initial MVP laid the foundation for
its status as a dominant social media platform.

INSTAGRAM:
FROM BURBN TO 
A PHOTO-SHARING MVP
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TWITTER
EXAMPLE

Twitter, a microblogging platform, started as a side
project within a podcasting company called Odeo.
Jack Dorsey, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams
conceived Twitter as a way to share short updates,
or "tweets," with the world. 

The first iteration of Twitter's MVP was a basic
platform that allowed users to post short messages.

TWITTER:
TESTING THE CONCEPT 
WITH A BASIC INTERFACE
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TWITTER
EXAMPLE

The MVP focused on the core concept of
microblogging and real-time updates, and it quickly
gained traction. 

User feedback and engagement guided the
development team in refining the user interface and
introducing features that enhanced the overall user
experience. 

Twitter's success highlights the effectiveness of
launching a product with minimal features to test a
concept and iteratively building upon it based on
user interactions.

TWITTER:
TESTING THE CONCEPT 
WITH A BASIC INTERFACE
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM SOFTWARE
MVPS

Focus on Core Functionality:
Software MVPs succeed by honing in on the
essential features that address a specific
problem. This focus allows for swift
development, rapid user feedback, and
efficient iteration.

User-Centric Iteration:
User feedback is integral to the success of
software MVPs. By prioritizing user input,
these products evolve in a direction that
resonates with their audience, ensuring
sustained engagement.

Iterative Refinement:
The iterative nature of software MVPs allows
for continuous improvement. Each iteration
builds upon the lessons learned from
previous versions, enabling the product to
adapt to changing user needs and market
conditions.
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM SOFTWARE
MVPS

Speed to Market Matters:
The software industry moves rapidly, and
MVPs offer a strategic advantage by
enabling quick entry into the market. This
speed is crucial in establishing a foothold
and staying ahead of competitors.

Pivoting Based on Data:
Successful software MVPs are not afraid to
pivot based on data and user feedback.
Adapting to changing circumstances and
user preferences is a key factor in long-term
success.
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MVPS IN
HARDWARE
The application of Minimum Viable
Products (MVPs) extends beyond the
realm of software to hardware, where
the complexities of physical design,
manufacturing, and user interaction
present unique challenges. 

In this chapter, we explore how three
hardware innovations—Pebble
Smartwatch, Nest, and Oculus Rift—
leveraged the MVP approach to
revolutionize their respective industries.
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PEBBLE 
EXAMPLE

In 2012, Pebble Technology introduced the Pebble
Smartwatch, a groundbreaking wearable device that
connected to smartphones to display notifications
and enable basic interactions. 

The founders, Eric Migicovsky and his team, faced
the challenge of entering a competitive market
without the financial resources for a large-scale
production run.

PEBBLE SMARTWATCH: 
TESTING WATERS 
WITH KICKSTARTER
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Pebble turned to Kickstarter, an unconventional
move at the time. Instead of developing a fully
functional product before launching, Pebble created
a basic prototype to showcase the core features.

The Kickstarter campaign served as a means to
validate market interest and fund the initial
production.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
The Kickstarter campaign exceeded expectations,
demonstrating a high demand for the product. This
success not only provided the necessary funds for
production but also validated the concept, allowing
Pebble to fine-tune its product based on early
backer feedback. 

The Pebble Smartwatch showcased the power of
using an MVP not just for development but for
market validation and funding.

PEBBLE 
EXAMPLE
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NEST
EXAMPLE

Nest Labs, founded by Tony Fadell and Matt
Rogers, sought to reinvent home appliances,
starting with the thermostat. 

The Nest Learning Thermostat, introduced in 2011,
was designed to intelligently adjust temperatures
based on user preferences. The challenge was
introducing a new concept in an industry resistant to
change.

NEST: 
FROM A SIMPLE THERMOSTAT
TO A SMART HOME PIONEER
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NEST
EXAMPLE

Nest started with a focused MVP – the Nest
Learning Thermostat. Rather than creating a
comprehensive smart home system from the outset,
they concentrated on perfecting the thermostat's
core functionality. 
This approach allowed Nest to test the market's
appetite for smart home solutions.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
The Nest Learning Thermostat gained traction
quickly. Its sleek design, energy-saving capabilities,
and learning algorithms resonated with users. 
The success of the thermostat laid the foundation
for Nest's expansion into a broader range of smart
home devices. 
The lesson here is to begin with a targeted MVP
and expand iteratively as market feedback guides
the product roadmap.

37FIT F R A M E W O R K  T O W A R D S  P R O D U C T - M A R K E T  F I T



OCULUS 
RIFT 
EXAMPLE

Oculus Rift, a virtual reality (VR) headset, emerged
as a transformative force in the gaming and
entertainment industries. 

Palmer Luckey, the founder of Oculus VR, aimed to
create an immersive VR experience that was
accessible to consumers. 

The challenge was to introduce a relatively untested
technology to a mainstream audience.

OCULUS RIFT: 
VIRTUAL REALITY'S MVP JOURNEY
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Oculus Rift's initial prototypes were basic, focusing
solely on delivering a compelling VR experience.
These early versions were showcased at gaming
conventions and garnered significant attention. 
The MVP strategy involved exposing the technology
to enthusiasts and developers, gathering feedback,
and refining the product iteratively.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Oculus Rift's MVP approach allowed the company
to gauge interest and gather crucial insights from
early adopters. 
The enthusiastic response led to partnerships and,
ultimately, Facebook's acquisition of Oculus VR. 

The key takeaway is the importance of showcasing
an MVP to a targeted audience passionate about
the technology, enabling the product to evolve in
response to real-world usage.

OCULUS 
RIFT 
EXAMPLE
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM HARDWARE
MVPS

Market Validation through Crowdfunding:
Crowdfunding platforms like Kickstarter
provide an avenue for hardware startups to
validate market interest and secure initial
funding based on an MVP.

Start Small, Expand Smartly:
Begin with a focused MVP that addresses a
specific need or problem. Once validated,
expand the product iteratively based on user
feedback and market demand.

Iterative Improvement in Design:
Hardware MVPs benefit from iterative
design improvements. Early prototypes
allow for testing and refining physical
aspects of the product, ensuring a user-
friendly and aesthetically pleasing final
version.
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM HARDWARE
MVPS

Showcasing at Industry Events:
Industry events and conventions offer
opportunities to showcase hardware MVPs
to targeted audiences, gathering valuable
feedback and building anticipation.

Early Developer Engagement:
In hardware, engaging with developers early
in the process can lead to the creation of a
robust ecosystem around the product,
enhancing its capabilities and versatility.
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MVPS IN
SERVICES
While Minimum Viable Products (MVPs)
are often associated with physical
products, their principles are equally
applicable to service-based innovations. 

In this chapter, we explore how three
trailblazing services—Zappos, Uber, and
Airbnb—leveraged MVP strategies to
disrupt traditional industries and redefine
user experiences.
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ZAPPOS
EXAMPLE

Zappos, an online shoe and clothing retailer,
embarked on a journey to redefine the way people
shop for shoes. 

Founded by Nick Swinmurn in 1999, Zappos faced
the challenge of convincing customers to buy shoes
online, a concept not widely accepted at the time.

ZAPPOS: 
A SHOE STORE WITH NO INVENTORY
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Instead of building a massive inventory, Zappos
started as a simple MVP. 
The initial website showcased only images of shoes,
and when customers placed orders, Zappos
purchased the products from local stores and
shipped them to buyers. 
This method allowed Zappos to test the market
without committing to extensive inventory.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Zappos validated the demand for online shoe
shopping through its MVP approach. The positive
response paved the way for the development of a
full-scale online retail platform. 
The lesson here is to validate service concepts with
minimal resources and refine the offering based on
user feedback.

ZAPPOS
EXAMPLE
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UBER
EXAMPLE

Uber, a global ride-sharing platform, entered a
market dominated by traditional taxi services.

Founded by Garrett Camp and Travis Kalanick,
Uber faced the challenge of transforming the way
people think about and access transportation
services.

UBER: 
REVOLUTIONIZING TRANSPORTATION
WITH A SIMPLE APP
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Uber's initial MVP was a simple app that connected
users with available drivers. 
The service focused on solving a specific problem:
the inconvenience of hailing a cab. 
By launching in a few cities with a limited number of
drivers, Uber tested the concept and gathered user
feedback to refine the app's functionality.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
The success of Uber's MVP was evident in the rapid
adoption by both riders and drivers. 
The company expanded its service based on real-
time feedback, gradually introducing new features
and refining the user experience. 
Uber's journey emphasizes the importance of
starting with a focused MVP that addresses a
specific pain point in a traditional service industry.

UBER
EXAMPLE
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AIRBNB
EXAMPLE

Airbnb, an online marketplace for lodging and travel
experiences, started with a unique concept that
challenged traditional hotel accommodations. 

Brian Chesky, Joe Gebbia, and Nathan Blecharczyk
founded Airbnb in 2008.

AIRBNB: 
RENTING AIR MATTRESSES 
TO A GLOBAL PHENOMENON
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Airbnb's MVP was born out of necessity. To afford
rent, the founders transformed their apartment into a
makeshift bed and breakfast by providing air
mattresses and breakfast. 
This simple idea evolved into a platform connecting
travelers with unique and affordable
accommodations. 
Airbnb's initial platform was a basic website,
allowing hosts to list their spaces and travelers to
find and book them.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Airbnb's success lies in the validation of its concept
through a humble MVP. 
By starting with a small number of hosts and guests,
the founders tested the viability of the platform and
iteratively refined it based on user feedback. 
Airbnb's story underscores the potential for
disrupting traditional services by providing a
platform for community-driven, unique lodging
experiences.

AIRBNB
EXAMPLE
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM SERVICES
MVPS

Addressing Specific Pain Points:
Service-based MVPs should target specific
pain points or inefficiencies in traditional
industries. Solving a well-defined problem
increases the likelihood of user adoption.

Iterative Expansion:
Begin with a focused service offering and
expand iteratively based on user feedback.
This approach allows for the gradual
introduction of new features and
improvements aligned with user needs.

Real-world Validation:
Validate service concepts through real-world
testing. MVPs provide a low-risk way to
experiment with ideas and gauge user
interest before scaling the service.
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM SERVICES
MVPS

Community Engagement
In service-based MVPs, building a
community or network is crucial. Engaging
with early users and incorporating their
feedback fosters a sense of ownership and
loyalty.

Minimum Features, Maximum Impact:
Prioritize essential features that deliver
maximum impact. A service MVP should
focus on functionality that directly addresses
the core problem or need.

51FIT F R A M E W O R K  T O W A R D S  P R O D U C T - M A R K E T  F I T



M
VP

S 
IN

 M
OB

IL
E

AP
PS

0
4



MVPS IN 
MOBILE APPS
Mobile apps have become integral to
our daily lives, and many of them owe
their success to the strategic
implementation of Minimum Viable
Products (MVPs). 

This chapter explores three mobile app
success stories—WhatsApp, Snapchat,
and Tinder—highlighting how they
leveraged MVP strategies to disrupt their
respective industries.
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WHATSAPP
EXAMPLE

WhatsApp, founded by Jan Koum and Brian Acton
in 2009, sought to revolutionize the way people
communicate globally. 

The challenge was entering a crowded messaging
app market dominated by traditional SMS.

WHATSAPP: 
SIMPLICITY WINS IN MESSAGING
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WhatsApp's MVP focused on simplicity and
efficiency. The initial version allowed users to
update their status and share it with contacts.
However, the real breakthrough came when they
introduced the ability to send and receive text
messages over the internet, bypassing SMS
charges. This basic functionality addressed a
common pain point and quickly gained traction.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
WhatsApp's success lies in its minimalist approach.
By addressing a fundamental need—affordable and
easy global communication—WhatsApp's MVP
gained rapid adoption. 
The lesson here is that simplicity, coupled with
addressing a crucial pain point, can be a winning
formula.

WHATSAPP
EXAMPLE
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SNAPCHAT
EXAMPLE

Snapchat, founded by Evan Spiegel, Bobby Murphy,
and Reggie Brown in 2011, entered a social media
landscape dominated by permanent content
sharing. 

The challenge was to offer a fresh and ephemeral
alternative.

SNAPCHAT: 
DISAPPEARING MESSAGES AND RAPID
ITERATION
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Snapchat's MVP introduced the concept of
disappearing messages and images. 
The app allowed users to send photos that
disappeared after a short time, challenging the
permanence of traditional social media. 
The MVP was iterative, with features like Stories
and Discover added later based on user feedback.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Snapchat's success stems from its unique value
proposition—ephemeral content. 
The MVP approach allowed the app to test and
refine this concept based on user reactions, leading
to the creation of a platform that resonates with a
younger audience. 
The lesson is to innovate within an established
industry by introducing a fresh, unique feature.

SNAPCHAT
EXAMPLE
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TINDER
EXAMPLE

Tinder, co-founded by Sean Rad, Jonathan Badeen,
and Justin Mateen in 2012, set out to revolutionize
online dating, simplifying the process and making it
more accessible to a broader audience.

TINDER: 
REDEFINING DATING WITH 
SWIPE-RIGHT SIMPLICITY
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Tinder's MVP simplified the dating experience to a
swipe. 
Users could swipe right if interested or left if not,
streamlining the matchmaking process. 
This basic functionality addressed the common
challenges of lengthy profiles and complex
algorithms in traditional dating platforms.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Tinder's success lies in its user-friendly approach.
The MVP validated the appeal of a simplified dating
app, and subsequent iterations introduced features
like mutual matching. 
The lesson here is to identify and address pain
points in a user journey, offering a streamlined and
engaging solution.

TINDER
EXAMPLE
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM MOBILE APP
MVPS

Solving Specific Pain Points:
Mobile app MVPs should focus on solving
specific pain points in a user's experience.
Addressing a critical need or frustration
enhances the app's potential for success.

Iterative Innovation::
Mobile apps benefit from iterative
innovation. Start with essential features,
gather user feedback, and refine the app
based on real-world usage patterns and
preferences.

User-friendly Design:
Simplicity and user-friendly design are
paramount. An app that addresses core
needs with a straightforward interface has a
higher chance of adoption.
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM MOBILE APP
MVPS

Unique Value Proposition:
Differentiate your mobile app by offering a
unique value proposition. The MVP phase is
an opportunity to test and refine features
that set the app apart from competitors.

Rapid User Feedback:
Mobile app MVPs should prioritize gathering
rapid user feedback. This feedback loop
informs subsequent iterations and ensures
that the app aligns with user expectations.
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MVPS IN 
E-COMMERCE
E-commerce has transformed the retail
landscape, and the success stories of
industry giants often trace back to
strategic implementations of Minimum
Viable Products (MVPs). 

In this chapter, we explore three
pioneering e-commerce platforms—
Amazon, Etsy, and Warby Parker—
unveiling how their MVP strategies
propelled them to redefine the way
people shop online.
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AMAZON
EXAMPLE

Amazon, founded by Jeff Bezos in 1994, started as
an online bookstore. 

The challenge was convincing users to buy books
online when traditional bookstores were the norm.

AMAZON: 
BOOKS TO E-COMMERCE GIANT
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Amazon's MVP focused on a specific product
category—books. The initial website allowed users
to browse and purchase books online. 
As Amazon expanded its inventory, the fundamental
shopping experience remained consistent. 
The success of the MVP laid the groundwork for the
introduction of new product categories and the
evolution of Amazon into the e-commerce behemoth
it is today.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Amazon's success is rooted in its gradual expansion
from a niche market. Starting with books allowed
Amazon to validate the concept of online shopping
and refine its user experience. 
The lesson here is that beginning with a focused
MVP can pave the way for scalable growth into a
comprehensive e-commerce platform.

AMAZON
EXAMPLE
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ETSY
EXAMPLE

Etsy, founded by Rob Kalin, Chris Maguire, and
Haim Schoppik in 2005, sought to create an online
marketplace specifically for handmade and vintage
items. 

The challenge was providing a platform for artisans
and creators in a market dominated by mass-
produced goods.

ETSY: 
EMPOWERING ARTISANS 
WITH A NICHE MARKETPLACE
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Etsy's MVP concentrated on a niche market—
handmade and vintage items. The platform allowed
artisans to create shops and sell their unique
products. 
The MVP validated the demand for a marketplace
that celebrated craftsmanship and individuality. Etsy
gradually expanded its categories while maintaining
its commitment to handmade goods.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Etsy's success lies in its commitment to a niche
market. 
By starting with a focused MVP, Etsy built a
community of artisans and buyers who appreciated
handmade and unique items. 
The lesson here is that catering to a specific
audience with shared values can lead to a loyal and
engaged user base.

ETSY
EXAMPLE
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WARBY 
PARKER
EXAMPLE

Warby Parker, founded by Neil Blumenthal, Dave
Gilboa, Andy Hunt, and Jeffrey Raider in 2010,
aimed to disrupt the traditional eyewear industry by
providing affordable and stylish glasses.

WARBY PARKER: 
DISRUPTING EYEWEAR RETAIL
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Warby Parker's MVP focused on offering affordable
eyewear with a direct-to-consumer model. 
The initial website allowed users to virtually try on
glasses and have them shipped for home try-on. 
By removing the middleman and providing a
convenient online shopping experience, Warby
Parker addressed common pain points in the
eyewear industry.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Warby Parker's success is attributed to its disruptive
model and customer-centric approach. 
The MVP validated the demand for affordable,
stylish eyewear. 
The lesson here is that addressing industry pain
points and offering a direct-to-consumer model can
set an e-commerce platform apart from traditional
competitors.

WARBY 
PARKER
EXAMPLE
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM E-COMMERCE
MVPS

Niche Market Validation:
E-commerce MVPs benefit from validating
concepts within niche markets. Starting with
a focused product category or audience
allows for effective testing and refinement.

Scalable Expansion:
Gradual expansion into new product
categories is key. An e-commerce MVP can
begin with a specific niche and, once
validated, expand into related markets while
maintaining a consistent user experience.

User Engagement and Community Building:
Building a community or engaging with
users is crucial. Successful e-commerce
platforms often foster a sense of community
or shared values, leading to increased user
loyalty.

70FIT F R A M E W O R K  T O W A R D S  P R O D U C T - M A R K E T  F I T



LESSONS LEARNED
FROM E-COMMERCE
MVPS

Disruptive Models and Unique Value
Propositions:

Successful e-commerce MVPs often
introduce disruptive models or unique value
propositions. Addressing industry pain
points and providing innovative solutions set
these platforms apart.

Direct-to-Consumer Strategies:
E-commerce MVPs can benefit from direct-
to-consumer strategies. Bypassing
traditional retail channels allows for more
competitive pricing and a streamlined
shopping experience.
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MVPS IN 
SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media platforms have become
integral to how we connect, share, and
communicate in the digital age. 

This chapter explores the MVP
strategies employed by three influential
social media platforms—Facebook,
LinkedIn, and TikTok—unveiling how
they disrupted the social landscape and
redefined how we interact online.
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FACEBOOK
EXAMPLE

Facebook, founded by Mark Zuckerberg in 2004,
began as a college-focused platform named
FaceMash, which allowed users to rate the
attractiveness of their peers. 

Recognizing the potential for broader social
interactions, Zuckerberg and his co-founders
expanded the concept into what would become
Facebook.

FACEBOOK: 
FROM FACEMASH TO A SOCIAL
NETWORKING GIANT
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Facebook's MVP, initially known as TheFacebook,
focused on connecting college students. 
The platform allowed users to create profiles,
connect with others, and share information. 
The MVP's success among college campuses led to
rapid expansion, and the addition of features like the
News Feed and photo sharing transformed
Facebook into a global social networking giant.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Facebook's success lies in its evolution from a niche
MVP to a comprehensive social platform. 
The MVP phase allowed the team to validate the
concept of online social connections and refine the
platform based on user interactions. 
The lesson here is that a targeted MVP can serve
as a foundation for scaling to a broader audience.

FACEBOOK
EXAMPLE
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LINKEDIN
EXAMPLE

LinkedIn, co-founded by Reid Hoffman in 2002,
sought to create an online platform for professional
networking. 

The challenge was translating real-world networking
into a digital format.

LINKEDIN: 
BUILDING 
PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS
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LinkedIn's MVP focused on replicating the essential
elements of professional networking. 
The platform allowed users to create professional
profiles, connect with colleagues, and build a
professional network. 
The MVP's success in providing a business-oriented
social space validated the concept and laid the
groundwork for additional features, such as job
listings and industry groups.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
LinkedIn's success is attributed to its specialized
focus on professional connections. 
The MVP phase allowed the platform to gain
traction within the business community, and
subsequent iterations expanded its functionality.
The lesson here is that a targeted MVP addressing
a specific need can lead to success within a niche
market.

LINKEDIN
EXAMPLE
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TIKTOK
EXAMPLE

TikTok, developed by the Chinese company
ByteDance, was launched globally in 2018.

Formerly known as Douyin in China, the platform
gained international prominence for its short-form
videos and creative content.

TIKTOK: 
SHORT-FORM VIDEOS REDEFINED

78FIT F R A M E W O R K  T O W A R D S  P R O D U C T - M A R K E T  F I T



TikTok's MVP concentrated on short-form video
content, allowing users to create and share 15-
second videos set to music. 
The platform's innovative approach to user-
generated content quickly gained popularity among
a younger audience. 
TikTok's success lies in its commitment to bite-
sized, entertaining videos, and the MVP phase
allowed the platform to refine its features based on
user engagement.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
TikTok's success is rooted in its unique format and
content creation tools. The MVP phase allowed the
platform to test the appeal of short-form videos, and
subsequent iterations introduced features like
augmented reality effects and a personalized "For
You" feed. 
The lesson here is that a distinctive approach to
content creation can set a social media platform
apart.

TIKTOK
EXAMPLE
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM SOCIAL
MEDIA MVPS

Targeted User Engagement:
Social media MVPs benefit from targeted
user engagement. Focusing on a specific
demographic or user need in the MVP
phase allows for effective testing and
refinement.

Evolution Based on User Interactions:
Successful social media platforms often
evolve based on user interactions and
feedback. The MVP phase serves as a
testing ground, enabling the platform to
adapt and grow.

Specialized Niche Focus:
Social media MVPs with a specialized niche
focus can thrive. Addressing a specific
aspect of social interaction or content
creation allows for effective validation and
user acquisition.
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LESSONS LEARNED
FROM SOCIAL
MEDIA MVPS

Innovative Content Formats
Innovations in content formats can be a key
differentiator. Social media MVPs should
explore unique ways for users to create and
share content, setting the platform apart
from competitors.

Scalable Growth from Niche Markets:
Starting with a niche MVP can lead to
scalable growth. Once the MVP is
successful within a specific user segment,
expanding to a broader audience becomes
more achievable.
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COMMON MVP
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM
Implementing a Minimum Viable Product
(MVP) is a strategic approach, but it
comes with its own set of challenges. 

In this chapter, we'll explore three
common mistakes associated with MVP
development—overbuilding, ignoring
user feedback, and misinterpreting
metrics. 

Understanding these pitfalls and
learning how to avoid them is crucial for
the success of any MVP project.
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One common mistake in MVP development is the tendency to overbuild—
incorporating too many features and functionalities that go beyond the core
offering. This can lead to increased development time, higher costs, and
potential delays in getting the product to market.

MISTAKE

Focus on Core Value: Clearly define the core value proposition of your
product. Identify the essential features that address the primary pain points
or needs of your target audience. Resist the temptation to add unnecessary
bells and whistles in the initial MVP phase.
Set Feature Boundaries: Establish clear boundaries for features. Prioritize
features that align with the core value proposition and save additional
functionalities for future iterations. Remember that the goal is to create a
viable version that can be tested with real users.
Iterative Development: Embrace the iterative nature of MVP development.
Start with a basic version, gather user feedback, and iterate based on actual
user interactions. This approach allows for the gradual addition of features
as you better understand user needs.

HOW TO AVOID

OVERBUILDING:
WHEN LESS IS
MORE
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Another common mistake is ignoring or undervaluing user feedback. Failing
to actively seek and incorporate insights from users can result in a product
that does not resonate with the target audience or address their needs.

MISTAKE

Create Feedback Loops: Establish mechanisms for collecting user
feedback systematically. This can include surveys, user interviews, and
feedback forms within the product. Actively encourage users to share their
thoughts and experiences.
Engage Early and Often: Involve users in the development process from
the early stages. Share prototypes or beta versions with a select group of
users and gather feedback before the full release. This approach helps in
identifying issues and making improvements early on.
Prioritize User Insights: Prioritize user insights over personal assumptions
or preferences. Users are the ultimate judges of your product's success, and
their feedback should guide decisions regarding features, design, and
overall user experience.

HOW TO AVOID

IGNORING USER
FEEDBACK
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Misinterpreting metrics is a significant error that can lead to misguided
decisions. Relying solely on vanity metrics or misinterpreting data can
result in a skewed understanding of user behavior and the overall success
of the MVP.

MISTAKE

Define Key Metrics: Clearly define the key metrics that align with the
objectives of your MVP. Identify metrics that provide meaningful insights into
user engagement, retention, and satisfaction. Vanity metrics, such as total
downloads, may not provide a comprehensive picture.
Contextualize Data: Contextualize data by considering external factors and
qualitative feedback. Understand the context behind the numbers and avoid
making decisions solely based on surface-level data. Combining quantitative
metrics with qualitative insights provides a more holistic view.
Iterate Based on Insights: Use metrics as a tool for informed iteration. If
certain metrics indicate areas for improvement, iterate on the product
accordingly. Regularly reassess your key metrics and adjust your strategy
based on the evolving needs and behaviors of your users.

HOW TO AVOID

MISINTERPRETING
METRICS
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MVP SUCCESS
STORIES

In this chapter, we delve into three
compelling success stories of Minimum
Viable Products (MVPs) that have left a
lasting impact on their respective
industries—Spotify, Slack, and Square. 

These companies not only
demonstrated the power of strategic
MVP implementation but also reshaped
their markets by addressing critical user
needs with innovative solutions.
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Founded in 2006 by Daniel Ek and Martin
Lorentzon, Spotify emerged during a time when the
music industry was grappling with digital piracy. 

The challenge was to create a legal and convenient
platform for accessing music while addressing the
concerns of both users and artists.

SPOTIFY: 
MUSIC STREAMING REVOLUTION

SPOTIFY’S 
SUCCESS
STORY
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Spotify's MVP introduced a freemium model for
music streaming. It provided users with legal access
to a vast library of songs supported by ads. 
This allowed Spotify to test the demand for
streaming services and gather user feedback. 
Over time, premium subscription options were
introduced, offering an ad-free experience and
additional features.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Spotify's success lies in recognizing the shift in user
behavior towards digital consumption of music. 
The MVP validated the demand for a legal,
accessible, and personalized music streaming
service. 
The continuous iteration of features, playlists, and
subscription plans solidified Spotify's position as a
music streaming giant.

SPOTIFY’S 
SUCCESS
STORY
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SLACK’S
SUCCESS
STORY

Launched in 2013 by Stewart Butterfield, Eric
Costello, Cal Henderson, and Serguei Mourachov,
Slack entered a market saturated with
communication tools. 

The challenge was to offer a platform that simplified
team communication and collaboration.

SLACK: 
SIMPLIFYING TEAM COMMUNICATION
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Slack's MVP focused on addressing the complexity
and inefficiency of email communication within
teams. It introduced a simple, chat-based interface
that allowed teams to communicate in channels.
The MVP emphasized real-time messaging, file
sharing, and integrations with other tools. Slack's
iterative approach involved incorporating user
feedback and gradually expanding its features.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Slack's success is attributed to its commitment to
simplifying team communication. 
The MVP validated the need for a centralized
platform that fosters collaboration and reduces
reliance on email. 
By staying responsive to user feedback, Slack
evolved into a comprehensive team communication
tool used by organizations worldwide.

SLACK’S
SUCCESS
STORY
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SQUARE’S
SUCCESS
STORY

Founded in 2009 by Jack Dorsey, Jim McKelvey,
and Tristan O'Tierney, Square aimed to democratize
payment processing for small businesses. 

The challenge was to provide a simple and
affordable solution for merchants to accept card
payments.

SQUARE: 
TRANSFORMING 
PAYMENT PROCESSING
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Square's MVP involved creating a small, square-
shaped card reader that could be plugged into
mobile devices. 
The device allowed small businesses and
individuals to accept card payments without the
need for expensive hardware. 
The MVP demonstrated the feasibility of mobile
payment processing and addressed a key pain point
for small merchants.

MVP STRATEGY

KEY TAKEAWAYS
Square's success stems from its innovative
approach to democratizing payment processing.
The MVP phase validated the demand for a mobile,
user-friendly solution for small businesses. 
Square expanded its offerings to include a range of
financial services, showcasing the scalability and
adaptability of its MVP-driven model.

SQUARE’S
SUCCESS
STORY
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01
IDENTIFY PAIN POINTS

DEFINE CORE FUNCTIONS

PRIORITIZE

PROTOTYPE

DEFINE METRICS

SET OBJECTIVES

GET FEEDBACK

ANALYZE FEEDBACK

ITERATE

INVOLVE USERS

EXPAND GRADUALLY

BENCHMARK

02

03
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STEP BY STEP
GUIDE TO
BUILDING AN MVP
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CONCLUSION:
EXAMPLES OF 
MINIMUM VIABLE PRODUCT
(MVP)

In the journey of product development and
building startups, the concept of the Minimum
Viable Product (MVP) stands as a guiding
principle, offering a strategic approach to build
successful and user-centric solutions. 

In this concluding chapter, we recap key
concepts, emphasize the importance of
embracing an MVP culture, and ponder the future
of MVPs in driving innovation.
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RECAP OF KEY
CONCEPTS

The importance of pinpointing essential features
that directly address user pain points is paramount.
The success stories of Spotify, Slack, and Square
showcased the significance of simplicity and
targeted solutions.

IDENTIFYING CORE FEATURES

USER FEEDBACK
Actively seeking and incorporating user feedback
throughout the development process is crucial.
Spotify evolved based on user preferences for
music streaming, Slack simplified communication
based on user insights, and Square's MVP was
refined through merchant feedback.

As we reflect on the chapters exploring MVP
success stories, common mistakes, and
implementation strategies, several key concepts
emerge.
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RECAP OF KEY
CONCEPTS

Setting clear goals and defining success metrics
aligns the development process with specific
objectives. 
Spotify measured success through engagement and
subscription rates, Slack focused on user adoption
and collaboration metrics, and Square gauged
success through transaction volume and merchant
satisfaction.

METRICS AND GOALS

CONTINUOUS ITERATION

The iterative nature of MVP development allows for
continuous improvement. 
Spotify, Slack, and Square all iterated on their initial
MVPs, introducing new features and refining their
products based on user experiences and changing
market dynamics.
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EMBRACING 
“THE MVP
CULTURE”

Embracing an MVP culture extends beyond the
product development phase; it's a mindset that
permeates the entire organization. 
The principles of identifying core features, gathering
user feedback, and setting clear goals should be
ingrained in the company culture. 
This culture fosters agility, adaptability, and a
commitment to delivering value to users in the most
efficient way.

AGILE DEVELOPMENT

MVP culture aligns with agile development
methodologies, emphasizing flexibility,
collaboration, and responsiveness to change. By
adopting agile practices, teams can iterate quickly,
respond to user feedback, and continuously refine
their products.

101FIT F R A M E W O R K  T O W A R D S  P R O D U C T - M A R K E T  F I T



EMBRACING 
“THE MVP
CULTURE”

Placing the user at the center of decision-making is
a core tenet of an MVP culture. 
Regular interactions with users, whether through
feedback sessions, usability testing, or user
interviews, ensure that the product remains aligned
with user needs and expectations.

RISK MITIGATION:

MVP culture acknowledges the uncertainty inherent
in product development. 
By releasing a minimum version early, teams can
mitigate risks, validate assumptions, and course-
correct based on real-world user interactions.

USER-CENTRIC APPROACH:
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WHY SHOULD  
STARTUPS 
BEGIN WITH 
AN MVP?
Startups should begin with a Minimum Viable Product
(MVP) for several compelling reasons, each contributing
to the overall success and sustainability of the venture.
Here are key reasons why startups should embrace the
MVP approach:

Resource Efficiency
Quick Time-to-Market
User Validation and Feedback
Risk Mitigation
Adaptability and Flexibility
Market Testing and Validation
Iterative Product Development

Starting with an MVP is a strategic move for startups,
providing a lean, efficient, and user-focused path to
product development. 
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MVP 101
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HELLO@7-FIT-FRAMEWORK.COM

HTTPS://WWW.INSTAGRAM.COM/7FITFRAMEWORK

HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/7_FIT_FRAMEWORK

HTTPS://WWW.7-FIT-FRAMEWORK.COM

HTTPS://WWW.LINKEDIN.COM/COMPANY/7-FIT-
FRAMEWORK-TOWARDS-PRODUCT-MARKET-FIT/

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/@7FITFRAMEWORK

NEED HELP WITH YOUR STARTUP?

REACH OUT!


